
Reading Test Preparation  

If you have a 1 mark question, you will not get penalised for writing two points! 

If it is a 2 mark question, you will not get penalised for writing three points! 

Remember that this is not a memory test and that you must constantly back up your ideas with 

reference to the text. Use quotes – words and phrases from the text to back up your ideas! 

 

1) Why is the title effective?  

It could be alliteration: 

It could be that it asks a rhetorical question that makes you think 

It could be a play on words 

It could be clear about what the text is about using only a small number of words – summarises what 

the text will be about. 

 

2) Why does the author include a quote? 

In fiction – to let you know what the character is thinking so that you can put yourself in their shoes 

(empathise with the character) 

In non-fiction: to let you know what it was like to be there at the time (to empathise with people who 

were there at the time) 

3) How does a glossary work? 

It uses simple words to define/help you understand words/phrases that are difficult to understand 

without further explanation. 

4) Brackets can be used to define/give further information. 

 

 

5) What is the purpose of the flowchart? How does it achieve this purpose? Give two ways it 

achieves its purpose. 

Flow charts can summarise a difficult text using short, snappy sentences and key facts. 

They can also be set out in chronological order 

 

6) What is personification?  

When you give something non-human human characteristics: 

The brave ship sailed through the rough waters. 

The mouse drove the car carefully through the busy street. 

7) What is a metaphor? 

When you help a reader to imagine what something is like by saying it is something else, such as: 

The coal cloud darkened the stormy sky. 



 

8) What is a simile? 

When you help a reader to imagine what something is like by saying it is like something else, 

such as: The cloud was like dark coal as it darkened the stormy sky. 

 

DAFT QUESTIONS THAT COME UP AND HOW TO ANSWER THEM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is A in bold? 

To indicate the words that are being explained 

What is the purpose of B? 

To define the expression/word 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Possible answers: 

Shows chain of events 

Shows events in chronological order 

A visual diagram is clearer for people who don’t like reading complicated, long texts. 

It summarises a lot of information in one diagram. 

 

By just saying a picture is easier to understand will not get you a mark – another daft question! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


